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The Adventure: 
Bats can be great neighbours. They eat lots of insects (especially 
mosquitoes!) and can help to make evenings a little more pleasant.  
Better yet, reducing the mosquito population can reduce the spread of 
West Nile virus.

You can form an Expedition Team to build bat houses and create much-
needed habitat for these exciting creatures. Set up your bat boxes around 
your homes or at your Scout camp. Check in on your bat boxes later in the 
summer to see if any bats have moved in. You can watch the bats take off 
in the evening just after sunset. This can also be a great linking activity with 
younger Sections. Scouts, Cubs and/or Beavers can help to build bat houses with your supervision.
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Plan: 
•	 When and where will you build bat houses?
•	 What tools and materials do you need?
•	 How will you pay for this project?
•	 Where will you set up your bat boxes?
•	 What do you need to learn? Where can you

get help?

Do:
•	 Build you bat houses and set them up where

they will likely attract some bats.
•	 Visit your bat houses after a couple of months

to see if they’ve become home to any bats.

Review:
•	 What do you know now that you did not

know before?
•	 What are the benefits of this project to the

environment and your community?
•	 What problems did you run into, and how did

you solve these problems?
•	 How well did your Expedition Team get along

on this project?
•	 What would you do differently next time?

How can you make this a linking activity?
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Safety note:
What safety practices do you need to 
follow when using power tools? What 
safety equipment do you need for 
personal protection? 
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Online Resources:
• Help the Bats
• How to Build a Bat House
• How to Build a Bat House (video)
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