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SCOUTS CANADA

t seems lately that the opportunities to get
l together with our sisters in Guiding have
been far and few. With the 100th anniversary
of Scouting being celebrated last year, I looked
to my own experience as a Scout in Labrador West
to find such an opportunity. I suggested the idea
to the Odawa Area Scouters as a way to celebrate
the Founder’s birthday and Scout-Guide Week
and all agreed on an activity that would bring both
Movements together. That activity became the 1st
Annual Odawa Area Scout-Guide Challenge Day.

The goal of the Challenge Day was to bring Scouts and
Guides together to celebrate Scout-Guide Week but also
to do so in a manner that would expose both Movements
to the public eye. As such, the Challenge Day was held
outdoors at the Fallingbrook Community Centre instead
of a local Scout camp.

The first challenge in organizing the event was contact-
ing members of Guiding. The Odawa Area lies at the east
end of Ottawa covering Orleans out to Vankleek Hill. Wan-
dering through several Guiding web sites, I was able to
discover Guiding’s Eastwood Division covered a similar
area. This enabled e-mail invitations to be sent to several
Guiders in the division with a request that they forward
it to as many Guiders as possible. Interest grew quickly.
As Scout and Guide ages are not the same, the event was
opened to third year Guides, Pathfinders and a new Guide
section called Trex.

As Challenge Day arrived, a clear and crisp winter’s
day greeted 70 youth from seven troops and five compa-
nies. The day opened with each section repeating their
Promise after which the teams set off directly to tackle
eighteen different challenges. At stake — bragging rights

and a trophy. Each participant received a commemorative
badge for their campfire blanket.

The challenges varied; they required different skills,
relied on cooperation and were just plain fun. In some
events points were awarded; others were timed. The
Scouts and Guides divided themselves into teams of three
to five and were given a passport.

Scouters and Guiders running the challenges scored
each team on their passport. The Scouts and Guides sim-
ply had to visit all the challenges before the day ran out.
Leaders were given appropriate equipment and instruc-
tions for each challenge. When a team arrived, the in-
structions were read out loud before starting the activity.
All challenges were held outside, with the community
centre cafeteria available for lunch or just to warm up.

Most popular were events that involved flying objects
such as the egg toss, slingshots and catapults. Scout and
Guide skills were put to the test in knot tying, flag raising
and snowshoe relay. In honour of the centennial we tried
our hand at old skills such as Morse Code and semaphore.

By checking in regularly with the administration desk,
scores were updated on a board for all to see; this led to
a great sense of rivalry. In the end, the Guiding Move-
ment won out. They took the win with two teams from
40th Orleans Pathfinders taking first and third and a team
of Scouts from 4th Orleans Troop taking second place.

This year will see the second edition of the Scout-
Guide Challenge again at Fallingbrook Community Cen-
tre, with a new invitee — Scouts from the Association des
Scouts du Canada. Favourite challenges from last year
will certainly return and new challenges will be run to
keep everyone on their toes.

Now, on to the challenges!

— Jeff Loder is a Scouter with the 4th Orleans Troop. Anoth-
er one of his activities was printed in the May 2007 Leader
Magazine, page 31.
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